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Courtesy always pays, but it is wise to 
bear in mind that the reactions received 
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SUPPORTING 
YOUR CHURCH 


A LAYMAN SPEAKS 
EFORE THE KIWANIS CLUB OF 
EAST AURORA, NEW YORK, 

N THE SUBJECT GIVEN ABOVE 
AND DISCUSSED 
NATIONWIDE ANNUALLY BY 
KIWANIS CLUBS 


today the importance of supporting your 

church. I am certainly very pleased to 
scuss this with you, since it is a subject 
ty close to my heart. 
First of all, we might well look at the 
estion, "WHAT IS A CHURCH?" Well, 
my way of thinking, a church is the mem- 
rship. It is not just simply the building, 
simply the pastor, but it is composed of 
e people who worship actively, and study 
ithin the confines of the church building. 
he church building then becomes a common 
eeting place for the CHURCH-BODY, its 
embers, and provides a place where they 
im congregate to fulfill the basic need of 
ach one, a close relationship with their 
REATOR, GOD! 
Each one of us is born with two basic 
xeds which claim to be fulfilled. One, of 
urse, is very apparent even upon birth, 
d that is the physical need, FOOD, with 
ich to strengthen our physical bodies, 
d to help us grow. The other need is not 
apparent and that is the spiritual need, 
d this NEED must be fed with spiritual 
od, supplied only through a close relation- 
ip with God. I think we all realize that if 
; do not feed our bodies, we do not grow 
ysically and certainly if we are not nour- 
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ished properly, we develop defects, or we 
may even die of malnutrition or starvation. 
Our spirit is much the same way, for it too 
will become distorted and it too can die, if 
not fed properly and regularly. Regardless 
of whether we are Protestant, Catholic, or 
Jewish, we are all born with the same hunger 
and the same need to be filled,-our spiritual 
need. If this is not fed, nurtured and nour- 
ished, our spiritual life will be distorted or 
dwarfed, and although we may continue to ---- 
gtow physically, we shall be hampered, be- 
cause the spiritual growth has not kept pace. 
Basically, it boils down to this. What value 
do we place upon our spiritual existence? 
WHAT IS OUR SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE? 

What value do we place on an actual, close 
relationship with God and HOW DOES THE 
CHURCH affect this value? To illustrate 
this point, I would like to share with you a - 
story I once heard, concerning an old sea 
captain who heard there was a group of na- 
tives on a South Pacific Island who had lots 
of gold, and would be wilting to exchange 
this gold for SOMETHING of GREAT VALUE! 
So the old sea captain scratched his head 
and thought of what he could get? what he 
could trade that would be of GREAT VALUE. 
He finally felt that because these people 
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were in the South Sea Islands they, -perhaps, 
had never had onions and so loaded his ship 
down with all the onions he could get and 
sailed off for this island. Upon reaching the 
island, he bartered with the natives and they 
were so pleased with the onions, so tickled 
with them, and liked them so much, that they 
gave him the thing of most value to them. 
That WAS THEIR GOLD! And so they loaded 
his ship with all of the gold it could carry, 
and the captain sailed home a rich man. Not 
long after this incident, another sea captain 
heard this tale and he, too, wanted to get 
rich and so he thought of what he might take 
to these natives to exchange for their gold. 
He knew he couldn’t take onions again, and 
so he decided upon garlic, and he loaded his 
ship down with all the garlic he could carry 
and sailed off for this island. Upon reach- 
ing it, again the natives were so pleased 
with the garlic, they thought so much of it, 
and liked it so well, that they gave him the 
thing of most VALUE TO THEM, the boatload 
of ONIONS! 

Here we see illustrated two things of great 
value and yet the value has changed. Soit 
is with our lives. Many times values change 
with us from year to year, or even from day 
to day, and we must be able to decide, and 
with a reasonable amount of correctness, 
which values are most important in our lives! 

I believe it is reasonable to assume that 
all of us here today feel that when we are 
through on this earth-plane, and life here is 
over, we are going onward to be with God. 
And so we feel that we must have some sort 
of relationship with God in order to under- 
stand more of His purpose for our own lives, 
while we are on earth and that we may con- 
tinue when we leave this life. 

In order to discuss the question intelligent- 
ly, of “why it is important that we support 
the Church’’, perhaps it would be wise to look 
into the question, ‘‘What does the Church pro- 
vide?’’ “‘What Does the Church DO for Me, ---- 
for the Community? for my Family??? 

First and foremost, the Church provides a 
place to fulfill the basic need, evident in all 
of us. It has the job of teaching us about God 
from infancy through and including adulthood. 

The Church makes people stronger spiritual- 
ly, and provides the tools for making import- 
ant decisions concerning our own lives, our 
business, and our families. The Church it- 
self gives strong community witness, whether 
it bé strong, or whether it be weak, it still 
gives testimony of its strength, or weakness. 

The Church affects the lives of all people. 
Towns grow and flourish or die away because 
of Church influence, or lack of it. Take the 
Mid-West when it was building up;many of 
these towns survived or failed because of 
the influence of the Church-- those willing 
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_too complicated for their minds to compre 
hend, and many do not have the INNER SP. 


to sacrifice all for the preservation of justi 
and truth, and the privilege for a man to wo 
ship as he chose. To be sure, the Chur 
has had influence in politics, and world d 
cisions, and even in wars, for many wai 
were fought over basic religious questio: 
and the role of the Church in the state | 
community. Even today there is unrest i 
parts of tte world because the Church hs 
taken a definite stand one way or the othe 
and when [| speak of the Church, I includ 
Jewish, Catholic and Protestant religions 

Most of what we have covered is ver 
broad in its interpretation and I am not t 
well qualified to speak on such broad aq 
plications. However, I] do want to restric 
the remainder of my discussion to the pei 
sonal aspect of wHy the Church is so in 
portant to me, to my life and wHy I feel i 
should be most important in YOUR LIFE 

I wish to refer to my opening remarks, 
concerning the deep personal need fora 
close relationship with God, for I know eve 
in my own short life, thus far, I have calle 
upon this close relationship with God in o1 
der to make important decisions in my ow 
life and in my business life. wITHOUT 
THIS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP, I WOULD Bl 
UNABLE TO MAKE THESE DECISIONS 
Perhaps I would be unable even to face th 
realities of life and possibly could end 1 
as a mental patient because I might not b 
able to cope with the realities of life. 

The Church also has a personal respon 
sibility in guiding youth of today, for pet 
haps it was never more needed than in to 
day’s kind of world, where young people 
in high schools or colleges, must have confi 
dence in themselves, to make important de: 
cisions, Without the Church’s role in thei 
lives, without a close relationship with thei 
Creator, they will lack the proper tools whi 
permit them to make these Teer eae 
cisions, ’ 

There is the decision, of course, of wheth- 
er to go on and study at the college leve 
after one is through high school. If one doe: 
not decide on further study, there is the prob 
lem of where to work; what to do for a life-ve 
cation. One must choose between Tight ane 
wrong. One must choose a mate; associat 2 
those whom one respects and admires; 
public places one frequents. There are, pe 
haps, hundreds of important decisions for any 
young person to make, and many we know -= 
have not found themselves capable of makin 
these decisions, They have found that life i 


ms 


IT, fed sufficiently to fall back on, to ma 
the right decisions, Even in our own lives 
businessmen, we know there have been mai 


times when decisions have had to be ma 


d we did not know the source from which 
2 could get the strength to make these de- 
Sions properly, and yet those who have 
en successful have found the answer rooted 
their closeness to God, the strength and 
ility to take the problems to Him, and know 
e answer when it finally comes, 
There is the problem of tragedy and death 
at comes into all of our lives, We know that 
= cannot always choose the circumstances 
1ich come into our lives, but we can choose 
€ spirit with which we meet them, It is this 
[PORTANT CHOICE that is ours to make, 
d we need help--HELP that this world can- 
wt give, but where we must retract within 
rselves to find the STRENGTH and POWER 
1ich only GOD can give, in order to make 
ese important choices, To sum up this mat- 
r of choices throughout our lives, we have 
en endowed with the terrible responsibility 
FREE CHOICE, which God has given each 
d everyone of us. WE are FREE to CHOOSE 
4ICH road in life we WILL take; the mate 
ho will share our lives; the Church with 
1ich we will affiliate; the people with whom 
€ associate; whether we will study and 
arn about God or not; whether we will feed 
Ww spirit, or just our physical bodies, It is 
HIS CHOICE which has led many people 
) the wrong road, for those who have chosen 
at to serve God, not to work through the 
hurch, not to study and learn more about 
yd , are often led up the ROAD OF DISAS- 
ER. 
Regardless of our present religious be- 
sfs, or if we claim no religion at all, we 
mnot escape the fact that God has given 
u and me free choice, free reign to do as 
> see fit, and yet He has also given us 
= power to come to Him for help, for guid- 
ce, so that we may regulate our lives in 
eping with His purposes. We can choose 
» GO TO GOD, or we can choose not to, 
» can choose to accept Him, or we can 
oose to reject Him. And this is where the 
urch becomes so important; it is made up- 
people who have felt this basic need that 
uims to be fulfilled and are striving con- 
intly to fulfill this need better each week. 
e Church is a house, of worship and a 
use where the workings of God as laid out 
His Book, the Holy Bible, can be studied 
d restudied, AND LIVED according to the 
‘tates of our hearts, 
[ am reminded of a passage of Scripture 
ind in the Book of Isaiah 35:6, which says, 
2 the wilderness shall waters break out 
d streams in the desert.’’ Along a certain 
yhway in mid-summer when the whole land- 
ape seems parched and signs of life appear 
‘ned out by the restless sun, one can see 
‘ield which is always green. It stands out 
e an oasis. The secret of this life, in the 
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midst of a parched land, is an irrigation well. 
From deep in the earth the pump draws a 

stream of unfailing water. The secret of the 
beauty of the field lies in the deep waters 
that underlie it. Isaiah had this hope for his 

people. The wasted and desolate Israel was 
like a parched wilderness of thirsty ground 
and burning sand. To transform a desert in- 
to a paradise would be a miracle, but Isaiah 
knew that God could change even the thirsty 
ground into springs of water and the burning 
sand into a pool. Such a transformation is 

possible today! Happiness and peace of mind, 
kindness and helpfulness, do not come from 
the surface of life but grow up when life is 
watered from the deep wells of Faith in God, 
He who hears God speak to him daily in the 
Scriptures, and who talks face to face with 
God in prayer and meditation, and who finds 
a means of coming closer to God through the 
Church, can worship God and discover these 
life-giving waters. Yes, we all have deep 
wells within ourselves, but again we are- 
FREE TO CHOOSE whether we will draw 

from these wells, to nourish the spirit and 
develop our inner-self. 

I think all of you, as well as I, have seen 
a picture of a beautiful countryside with roll- 
ing hills and a river gliding peacefully and 
steadily along its path. God can be in OUR 
LIVES what the river is to this scene. Our 
lives are jumbled by signs of worry, noises 
of strife and inner tension. Faith in God is 
the river flowing through this picture. It 
provides a calm that brings all into focus, 
lifting us out of the common-place into high- 
er and more beautiful design. God’s will 
gives-peace to the whole pattern of our lives, 
We have but to give Him the CHANNEL - 
through which to flow, and one of the most 
important channels we can give Him is our 
support through His Church, letting our lives 
SHINE through the witness of His Church 
in our family life; in our community life; and 
our national life. We can strengthen our lives 
and become capable of making the right de- 
cisions, when we have found God, worship 
Him, and learn of Him through the channel 
that the Church offers, 

The person who refuses to live by the 
teachings of God, learned through the Church; 
who denies, ridicules and belittles the truth 
which comes from these teachings, does not 
hurt God; he places more obstacles in his 
own path, and sometime and somewhere, be- 
fore he can proceed on his long, long trail 
along life’s way, HE MUST REMOVE THESE 
OBSTACLES OF HIS OWN CREATION with 
his own hands and his own energy. 

As we travel life’s course, there may be 
many routes by which we may reach our des- 
tiny. The same results or goals may be reach- 
ed through various experiences. As we move 
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along life’s pathway, we must be fitted and 
equipped properly, so that we may be capable 
of making RIGHT decisions when the time is 
come. 

At all times, in the hours of our triumph 
and in moments of our pain and humiliation, 
we are NEVER DESERTED! Help that is 
mightier, and more beautiful by far, than 
any help this world can give us, is always 
ours for the asking and the effort. This is 
why it is so important to me, and I believe 
to all of us here,that we attend our Church 
regularly, and attend study classes regular- 
ly, for thus we learn about God and HIS help 
for all of us. 

Howard E. Kirstner, Editor of the news- 
paper “‘Christian Economics”? has made an 
interesting report on the need of Americans 
to develop their spiritual side of life. He 
says that much is being written these days 
about the softness of American youth. Army 
officers who investigated the reactions of 
American prisoners of war in Korea report 
that nearly one-third of those captured died 
as a result of hardships suffered. Almost a 
third of the survivors eventually collabor- 
ated with the Communists. Of this group 
the majority lacked spiritual and moral con- 
victions. They had little understanding either 
of Americanism, basic concepts of right and 
wrong, or Communism. One camp contained 
1,657 American prisoners and 300 Turkish 
prisoners. More than a third of the Americans 
died from hardships suffered, but not one 
Turk succumbed. 

Too many American children eat rich food, 
watch television instead of engaging in stren- 
uous sports, ride in automobiles instead of 
bicycles, and walk, and work less and less, 
Heart, lungs, and muscles grow soft from 
lack of use. Modern medicine keeps down in- 
fectious diseases, to be sure, but native re- 
sistance is lowered when the organs in the 
body perform less than the optimum amount 
of work, 

The same law holds in the mental and 
spiritual world. If men do not use their in- 
genuity, it declines, If-they are called upon 
less and less to decide matters for them- 
selves, self-reliance is weakened. Men who 
must make few decisions, lose the power 
of deciding. If one knows he will be edu- 

cated by government, given a job by the gov- 
ernment, cared for by the state in case of 
accident or unemployment and retired even- 
tually on Social Security, few will exercise 
much initiative, show ambition, or develop 
great resourcefulness, Likewise, if we do 
not nourish our souls by the worship. of God, 
by meditation upon His righteousness, power, 
goodness, beauty and glory, we shall make 
little progress in developing our own spirit- 
ual sensitivity and strength. The Holy Scrip- 
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ture is always right. In many ways we see 
the truth of Genesis 3:19 which says, “‘In 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,’* 
Only by physical, mental and spiritual exer- 
tion can man be strong! If we do not choose 
to use our talents in struggle and effort, to 
achieve our goals, we shall cease to be a 
forceful people and shall fall before those 
who have maintained their hardihood and 
self-reliance by a more strenuous use of the 
powers God gave them. 

Yes, you can find the power of God with- 
in and learn God’s will in your life, without 
the benefit of the Church, just about as ef- 
fectively as you can get a complete educa- 
tion without benefit of the school and trained 
teachers, We need not only to support the 
Church, but we need to BECOME PART OF 
THE CHURCH. First as a beginner and stu- 
dent, and finally to work for the benefit of 
yourself and others as God reveals the tal- 
ents He has given you to use. 

What can you do as a Church layman? In 
closing I should like to share with you seven 
important things which, as a Church layman 
(or future layman)can do. 

1. Have faith in God and man, and in your- 
self, Faith in the ultimate victory of right 
over wrong. Have faith in our leaders and 
God’s ability to use them for His purpose. 

2. Be an island of calm confidence in a 
world of turmoil, not by wishfyl thinking but 
faith in the power of right and of a God who 
cares, 

3. Pray incessantly, realizing you are 
using an overwhelming power for good. Use 
spot prayers more and more frequently dur- 
ing the day to try, beneficially, to condi- 
tion destructive situations as they are re- 
ported. 

4. Practice the EXCLUSION of DOUBT 
and FEAR from the mind, Keep a record of 
constructive thoughts put into words during 
the day, and of destructive thoughts not ut- 
tered. Be sure the balance at evening is on 
the positive side! 

5. Develop a consciousness that there is 
a constructive answer, no matter how de- 
pressing events may seem. 5 

6. Be friendly to everyone you meet. Throv 
pebbles of kindness into the pool of human 
relations to help overcome hatred, 

7. Look upon yourself as a child of God 
made in His image and love your neighbor 
as yourself, 


I think it is wise for us to remember that 
God rejoices not in sinners but in just men, 
not in the foolish but in the wise, not in the 
well-meaners, but in the well-doers, and 
would like to share with you Ten Command. 
ments for Right Living, which have helpe 
me a great deal in this business of livir 
in our kind of world today -- 
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1. Thou shalt not worry, for by so doing, 
tthou shalt suffer the same disaster many 
times, 


£2. Thou shalt not dominate or possess 
‘others, for it is the right of every man to 
ggovern his own actions, 


‘3. Thou shalt not strive after fame, for the 
Iburdens of greatness are an affliction unto 
ithe Spirit. 


‘4, Thou shalt not desire after great wealth 
‘for there is no peace in the lives of the rich. 


‘5. Thou shalt cultivate a sense of humor 
‘or thy years shall seem longer and painful 
along the way. 


6. Thou shalt relax, for great tension is an 
‘abomination to the flesh. 


7. Thou shalt love the beautiful and serve 
the good for this is according to the will 
of heaven. 


8. Thou shalt harm no other person by word 
or thought or deed, regardless of the cause, 
for to do so is to perpetuate the sorrows of 
the race. 


9. Thou shalt not be angry at any person, 
for any reason, for anger injures most the 
one who is angry. 


10. Thou shalt never blame another for thy 
misfortune, for each man’s destiny is in -- 
HIS OWN KEEPING! 


Why is it important for each of us to sup- 


port the Church? I would say that to me, per- 
sonally, it is extremely important for it gives 
ME A PLACE TO FULFILL THIS INNER 
NEED FOR A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
GOD. It offers a place in which we can be 
of service to our fellowmen, to our fellow- 
Churchmembers, to our community and even 
to the nation, and it provides a stabilizing 
influence in all of our lives, and most im- 
portant to ME, supporting my Church gives 
me a closer relationship with God, keeps me 
in constant contact with the power which en- 
ables me to make the important decisions of 
life. Those of us who have recognized this 
need and seek to fulfill it and to satisfy it 
through service to others and service in 
God’s work through the Church, and have 
found that when we attend to the feeding of 
our spirit as well as our physical bodies, 
life indeed becomes most worthwhile and 
satisfying. 

“As far as mental ability is concerned 
there need never be a retiring age,”’ac- 
cording to studies made by Teachers’ Col- 
lege, Columbia University. ‘*An inferiority 
attitude is a definite indication of old age. 
Qld age is basically a matter of feeling 
and mentality.’’ -Austin Pardue 


[he Expositor 


TODAY’S QUESTIONS? 


Univac, the electronic brain, and Sputnik, 
the man-made satellite, come from opposite 
sides of the Iron Curtain, but they have much 
in common. Both represent great technolog- 
ical achievement. Both are portents of change 
in human society. 

Univac promises the automation age, when 
factories, offices, and transportation sys- 
tems, staffed only by a few skilled techni- 
cians, will operate by push button. Sputnik 
promises the outer space age, when space 
platforms, trips to the moon, journeys to 
Mars, and no one knows what else, will be 
commonplace. Univac answers the most dif- 
ficult questions at lightning speed. Sputnik 
asks the most difficult questions at 18,000 
miles per hour. 

Some of Sputnik’s more obvious questions 
reflect our own frustration. Why did Russia 
“‘beat us to the punch’’? Was it because of 
rivalry among the armed forces? Is this the 
price we must pay for belittling and harass- 
ing scientists as eggheads and subversives? 
Is more money needed for research and experi- 
mentation? How much political hay will the 
political party opposing the administration 
attempt to make of this, and vice versa? 

Other questions are less obvious, but pos- 
sibly more important. We are told that we - 
must be prepared for economic sacrifice and 
belt-tightening if we are to “‘catch up.” If 
this is true, who will sacrifice what? Will 
airplane, rocket, and munitions makers sacri- 
fice some of their cost-plus profit margins ? 
Will the steel industry, the automobile manu- 
facturers, the appliance companies, and the 
food processors sacrifice their skyrocketing 
prices? Will the oil companies sacrifice the 
special tax concessions? Will the loan com- 
panies and the banks sacrifice their recent 
rate increases on mortgages? 

Or is the sacrificing all to come from the 
working people, some of whom already are 
being forced to sacrifice jobs and savings 
until new defense appropirations are made, 
or rockets replace aircraft on the assembly 
lines, and they are rescued from the ranks 
of the unemployed? Or is the sacrificing 
to be done by the people with fixed in- 
comes, whose small salaries and pensions 
shrink as the prices spiral upward? 

What about diplomacy and our friends 
overseas? Will winning the face to the 
moon solve Asia’s economic problems? 
Will it feed Pakistan’s landless villag- 
ers? Will it build hydro-electric dams in 
India? Will it bring self government to the 
people of Kenya or the Belgian Congo? 
Will it end the terror in Algeria? Will it 
solve the question of Middle East Oil? 
Will it set the slaves of Saudi Arabia free, 
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bring free trade unions to Spain, ‘protect 
freedom of the press in Formosa, or pro- 
vide security from the police to the legis- 
lators of South Korea? 
Just who will be remembered and who for- 
gotten as we race Russia into outer space? 
During the days of our supposed pre-emi- 
nence in weapons, we felt that our “‘position 
of strength’? made diplomacy unimportant. 
We became masters of ‘‘brinkmanship’’ which 
is another word for bluff and bluster with a 
loaded gun. Today, in the period of our sup- 
posed deficiency in weapons (it would take 
us all of three hours to wipe out every city 
in Russia!) our ‘‘position of weakness’’makes 
diplomacy impossible. We must play it tough 
until we can catch up. 
At this rate when does diplomacy become 
‘possible? One day we are so strong we don’t 
have to bargain. The next day we are so weak 
we cannot afford to. Where does this process 


lead? 
And what about that troublesome word, 


‘‘morals’’? What kind of morality is it where 
right and wrong are decided by the fastest 
rockets and the biggest warheads? If this 
is morality, what is immorality? 

These are Sputnik’s questions. But Sput- 
nik, a man-made thing, can do no more than 
pose them, fling them far out into space and 
fly on. The answers must come from man, - 
himself, reached in terms of faith in God, 
and belief in humanity and justice which 
alone can provide the freedom and security 
for which the people of the world are hun- 
gry today. 

--By Stewart Meacham, American Friends 
Service Committee, Church-International 
Affairs Press Service, 20 South 12th St., 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 
AFSC Peace Educazion and Action 
Through The Churches Program 

see ee 6 e® @ & 
Expositor readers interested in specific 
information about the above statements 
and suggestions should contact the or- 
ganizations and address givenabove for 
information. We are merely giving the 
statements as they-are presented by Mr. 


peace ¢ The Expositor, 


OTHERS FIRST 

ERE’S a story from Old Japan. It’s 
il about a baby with a terribly long name 

- Hamagucli-no-Bochan. Born under the 
beautiful light of the harvest moon he grew 
up a calm, contented child, very fond of 
sport. He did not order other boys about, 
yet they all liked to do as he wanted. As 
a man he was successful in business and 
became the headman of his village-or,as 
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we would say, the Mayor. The lord who 
owned the land made heavy demands upon 
the people, , but the headman grew wealthy 
and had fair daughters and brave sons 

When he was old, he sat one evening a 
the door of his house high upon the hill 
side, quietly meditating and watching the 
villagers who were keeping an annual fes 
tival on the seashore below. He noticec 
that the tide was very low and had gone 
far out. How will it return? He asked him 
self, remembering the stories of the floods 
and, as he thought, he saw on the far hori- 
zon a great tidal wave such as sometime: 
occurs when there is an earthquake fol: 
lowed by a flood. 

He knew at once what was going to hap: 
pen. The tide would sweep in with fury b 
fore his feeble old feet could get down te 
the beach, and even then his voice was no 
strong enough to shout a warning. 

There was no time to lose. He looked a 
his wooden house and decided to make @ 
great sacrifice. He went indoors and de 
liberately set fire to the dry roof. In a mo- 
ment the flames shot up into the sky; the 
people saw them, and, as he thought would 
happen, they fled from the beach to his 
house high up above the waters; and then 
he told them. They looked back and saw 
that the flood had covered the shore. In a 
moment or two it had risen higher than a 
man’s height. There would have been a 
terrible disaster. 

The fire was put out, but the old man’s 
home had been ruined. He had given that 
which was dearest to him to save the lives 
of others, a 

When he died they built a temple in his 
honor, and his name is still in the long 
list of gods. -The Baptist Times, London. 


THIS IS FAITH 


To live one’s best today, believing that 
God will give us strength for the responsi: 
bilities of tomorrow when they come. 

To use one’s best judgment in each emer- 
gency, refusing thereafter to reproach one’s 
self for not having used better judgment. 

To invest all one has on the side of right 
confiding in God, that the investment shal 
be eternally safe, 

To meet each rising sun with the know 
edge that no temptation will come during 
the day which will be more than we can mee 
if we walk with Christ at our side. a 

To do the duty that I now see clearl 
trusting that each new duty will be cl 
when I come to it--this is FAITH! - Excha 
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UHURCH AL WORK 


ULLETIN BOARD FOR ILLNESS 


RECENTLY visited a church which 

seems to have taken seriously the words 

of Jesus, ‘‘I was sick and ye visited 
e.’? In the narthex was a beautifully de- 
igned board on which names and addresses 
’ persons of the congregation who are ill 
ere placed. As members entered church for 
orship the board served as a reminder of 
ose who could not be present due to sick- 
2SS. 
The board was of 3/4’? plywood, 24’’ high 
1d 24’? wide. At the top there was suitable 
sroll work to match the architecture of the 
uilding. It was painted white with a narrow 
lack margin around the entire edge. Thin 
lack lines were ruled off to make room for 
bout ten names, addresses and a space 
or ““Remarks.”’ 
Over the entire surface a sheet of ‘“‘plexi- 
lass’? was fastened. A ‘“‘grease-pencil”’ 
as used for lettering names and addresses 
n the board. 
At the bottom of the board were words of 
minder, ‘‘Inasmuch......ye did it unto me.” 
came away from that church with the feel - 
ig that the members of this congregation 
ere being reminded of their responsibility 
) visit the sick. --Richard L. James, River- 
side Avenue Christian Church, Jacksonville, 
Florida. 


‘MAN OF MACEDONIA” 


The only religious color sound film on 
reece (16 mm,30 min.) A professionally - 
-oduced portrayal of the struggle for sur- 
val of evangelical Christianity in Greece, 
vital story of faith triumphant amid unbe- 
evable hardships. 
Available on a free-will offering basis. 
‘Write: American Mission to Greeks 

P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 


A sharp tongue is always @ hazard, es- 
ecially to the person who possesses it! 
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A RANDOM OBSERVATION 


It would be salutary, indeed, if our total 
membership could be visited at least two or 
three times each year. What a vital expres- 
sion of concern for the individual member 
and his soul’s welfare could thereby be 
articulated by the church. How beautifully 
and adequately could the church minister 
to the unique needs of eyery communicant 
and how aware the church would become of 
the spiritual welfare of its constituency. 
Spiritual welfare would most assuredly make 
great strides forward if we could sit down 
with every communicant to discuss with him 
the ‘“‘why’’, the ‘“‘how’’, and the ‘‘where- 
fore’? of home devotions, of regular church 
and communion attendance, of personal evan- 
gelism and of the solemn duty of making our 
personal Ghristian witness a definite, posi- 
tive influence for good in the sphere of our 
own social contacts. 

However, because of its size and yeo- 
graphical dispersion, several such annual, 
every-member canvasses could never be 
realized unless a large number of willing 
lay-workers were available for the venture. 
But must such a goal if necessity remain 
within the realm of wishful thinking? we just 
completed an every-member canvass in the 
interest of Christian, fiscal, stewardship. 
Approximately 150 of our lay-members worked 
faithfully and diligently to make this can- 
vass complete and successful. They not on- 
ly served their Church in a vital capacity, 
but they profitted immensely, personally, 
from the experience. To do the job necessi- 
tated their sacrificing an average of six 
hours. Because of this sacrifice of time and 
effort our whole congregation has profitted 
immeasurably, Would it not be the height 
of folly now to disband this fine organiza- 
tion when our Lord has so very much more 
work for us to do? when we could continue 
to serve our Lord and congregation by using 
this organized group of willing lay-workers 
to visit every home in the precise interest 
of strictly spiritual betterment? : 

If, by the grace of God, the above plan 
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can be implemented, Redeemer would har- 
vest an unprecedented outpouring of God’s 
Holy Spirit and our whole congregation would 
grow beyond measure spiritually. 


R. W. Langhans, Pastor, 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
St. Paul 3, Minnesota. 


CHURCH FIRES 


A report from the Bureau of Research and 
Survey, National Council of Churches, re- 
garding “‘Church Fires’’ will be of interest 
and help to ministers and Church Boards 
in all parts of the country. 

One vital point is that “‘it is generally 
believed that church properties are not ade- 
quately insured, when consideration and 
thought is given to the rapidly rising costs 
of materials and construction in the past 
quarter century. 

It is of interest to churches to use every 
precaution to avoid fire loss and inconveni- 
ence, ‘‘because a fire disrupts parish life.” 
The Church Fire Insurance Company, N. Y., 
advises a service organization to the Epis- 
copal Church, on the occasion of its 25th 
Anniversary, as indicated here. 

A summary of available data on typical 
church fires is published in Fire Record 
bulletin, by the National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch Street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. The material was based on the 
original records of inspection organizations, 
fire departments of municipalities, and other 
reliable sources. A large number of fires 
incurring small losses are not reported, 

“Known causes of church fires’’ are listed 
in the booklet as follows: Heating systems, 
defective or overheated, 22.5%; incendiary, 
13.1%; electrical, 12.5%; defective smoke- 
pipes and vents, 8.5%; lightening, 7.9%; 
smoking and matches, 4;7%; candles, 4.4%; 
Spontaneous ignition, 4.1%; exposure to 
other fires, 3.8%; sparks, 3%; chimney de- 
fects, 2.6%; improperly installed or opera- 
ted space heaters, 2.6%; careless disposal 
of ashes, 2%; baptismal tank heaters, 1.7%; 
hot air ducts near combustible construction, 
1.4%; careless use of blow torches, 1.4%; 
rubbish near furnace, 0.6%; thawing pipes 
with open flame, 0.6%; miscellaneous, 2.6%;”? 

‘*Factors contributing to fire spread in 
100-church-fires, are listed as follows, with 
more than one factor present in many cases; 
Lack of sprinklers, 95; lack of automatic 
detection or watchman, 82; undivided attic, 
30; nonfire-stopped concealéd Spaces, 25; 
combustible interior finish, 17; open stair- 
ways, 13; unprotected vertical openings, 
other than stairways, 6; walls without divi- 
sion walls, 3; combustible decorations and 
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draperies, 13; oiled floors, 2; lack of water 
supply, 6; poor water supply, 5; lack of pub- 
lic fire department, 4. 


RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE 


The Fund for the Republic, which was 
established by the Ford Foundation, an- 
nounced that it will make ‘‘a study of re- 
ligion in American life.” 

The project, it is stated, will deal es- 
pecially with the relation between Church 
and State, the role of religion in public life, 
and religious dissent. Among the issues to 
be covered are these: 

The religious pressure group, its rights, 
duties and effect on freedom. 

The use of public funds to assist Church- 
supported education. 

Released time and moral guidance pro- 
grams in the public schools. 

‘*Bloc voting,”’ 

Among the leaders who will take part in 
the project are Robert M. Hutchins, Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, Mark DeWold Howe, F. Ernest 
Johnson, and Henry P. Van Dusen. 


MEMORIALS For Your CHURCH 


The beginning of a year is always favor- 
able for presenting plans for Memorials, and 
urging the use of daily savings devices, 
toward such a project. In some instances, 
the whole membership is included in one 
project, in others, individual groups only. 
The approximate cost of the Memorial should 
be determined, and each person who joins» 
in the plan should know what goal will be 
reached through specific sums saved from 
day to day. Ordinarily there is as much re- 
sponse to the “dime-a-day” plan as to 
Penny Savings plans, 


DATES TO OBSERVE 


rere 


Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12, 1958 
Ash Wednesday, February 19, 1958 
Washington's Birthday, February 22, 1958 
Palm Sunday, March 30, 1958 
Good Friday, April 4, 1958 

Easter Sunday, April 6, 1958 
Mother’s Day, May 11, 1958 
Memorial Day, May 30, 1958 
Father’s Day, June 15, 1958 
Independence Day, July 4, 1958 
Labor Day, September 1, 1958 
Columbus Day, October 12, 1958 
Veterans’ Day, November 11, 1958 
Thanksgiving, November 27, 1958 
Christmas, December 25, 1958 


: 
q 
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,OOD FRIDAY SERVICE 


Theme: Thy Name We Praise, Above All 
Others. 
Organ: ‘‘Musette’’- Bossi 
Processional: Silent 
Hymn: ‘‘My Hope is Built on Nothing Less..’ 
Invocation and Response: In the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. 
Response: Amen. 
P. Thy Name we praise above every Name. 
R. Above all things on earth, above the 
earth, and in the earth. 
P. He became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, 
R. He chose the way of the Cross to redeem 
sinners from death. 
P. He is Lord, one with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. 
RK. Help us, Lord Jesus, to accept the gift 
of Thy Love. 
P. God, be merciful to us, and deliver us 
from waywardness and sin. 
R. Bless us, and keep us, in His Name. 
P. Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
R. As in the beginning, now, and evermore, 
world without end. 
P., Amen. 
>rayer: (For grace to understand the gift of 
love, given for each and every one who 
will accept forgiveness and salvation 
through HIM). 
lymn: ‘‘Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 
‘inst Word: ‘‘Father forgiye them, for they 
know not what they do.”” 
(Brief meditation, prayer). 
rymn: ‘‘Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 
econd Word: ‘‘Today shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” 
(Brief meditation, prayer). 
Iymn: ‘‘Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.”’ 
‘hird Word: ‘‘Woman, behold thy son! Be- 
hold thy mother!” 
(Brief meditation, prayer, and hymn). 
‘ourth Word: ‘‘My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?”’ 
(Brief meditation, prayer, and hymn). 
ifth Word: “‘I thirst.”’ 
(Brief meditation, prayer, and hymn). 
ixth Word: ‘‘It is finished.” 
(Brief meditation, prayer, and hymn). 
‘eventh Word: ‘‘Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” : : 
(Meditation, prayer, Lord’s Prayer in uni- 
son). 
[ymn: 


’ 


| “Beneath the Cross of Jesus..”’ 
) ffering, followed by anthem. 
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Pastoral Prayer: (Closing with antiphonal 
ee Lhd 
Amen.”’) 


Hymn: “‘Holy, Holy, Holy,...” 


Benediction: 


GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 


A community service conducted at Maid-- 
en Methodist Church, Maiden, North Caro- 
lina, from 6:30 to 9:0.M. 


6:25 Piano Prelude 
Presiding—Rev. J. A. Koons 
6:30 Hymn No. 135: ‘There Is a Green Hill 
Far Away” 
6:35 Responsive Reading 
Prayer 
6:38 Scripture Lesson: 
Luke 23:32-38 
6:41 FIRST WORD: “Learn of Jesus How 
to Forgive’’—Rev. L. R. Williams 
“Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” Luke 23:34 
6:51 Hymn No. 204: “Rock of Ages Cleft 
For Me” 


6:54 Responsive Reading 


Matt. 27:33-37; 


6:57 Special Music: “Sweet the Moments’ — 
Methodist Church 
7:02 Scripture Lesson: Luke 23:39-43-—Rey. 
L. R. Williams 
7:05SECOND WORD: “Learn of Jesus 
How to Comfort’’—Rev. J. S. Hiatt 
“Today thou shalt be with me in parg- 
dise.”’ Luke 23:43. : 
7:15 Hymn No. 319: “O Love that Wilt not 
Let Me Go” 
Presiding—Rev. J. Clyde Auman 
7:20 Scripture Lesson: John 1925-27 
7:22 THIRD WORD: ‘Learn of Jesus How 
to Care’’—Rev. Norman Ellis 
“Woman, behold thy son—Behold thy 
mother.” John 19:26-27 
7:32 Hymn No. 166: ‘Hail Thou Once De- 
spised Jesus’” 
7:37 Scripture Lesson: Matt. 27:45-49 


7:39 Special Music: “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross’’——Reformed Church 


7:44FOURTH WORD: “Learn of Jesus 
How to Love’’—Rev. J. E. Walker 

“My God, My God why hast thon for- 
saken me?” Matt 27:46 


7:54 Silent Prayer 
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7:56 Hymn No. 142; “Alas, and Did My 
Saviour Bleed” 

8:00 Responsive Reading 

8:02 Scripture Lesson: John 19:28-30 
J. E. Walker 

8:04 FIFTH WORD: “Learn of Jesus How 
to Suffer’ —Rev. W. C. Reed 

“T thirst.”—John 19:28 
8:14 Hymn No. 274: “In the Hour of Trial’ 
Presiding—Reyv. W. C. Reed 

8:19 Responsive Reading 

8:21 SEXTH WORD: Learn of Jesus How 
to Work’’—Rev. J. A. Koons 
“Tt is finished.” John 19:30 

8:31 Hymn No. 261: Jesus, I My Cross Have 
Taken” 

8:35 Prayer 

8:37 Special Music: 
Church 

8:42 Scripture Lesson: Luke 23:44-46 


8:44 SEVENTH WORD: “Learn of Jesus 
How to Die’’—Rev. J. Clyde Auman 
“Father into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit.” Luke 23:46 
8:54 Hymn No. 144: ‘Beneath the Cross of 
Jesus” 


8:59 Silence 


“Calvary’” — Baptist 


WAY TO A HAPPY YEAR. 


To leave the old with a burst of song, 

To recall the right and forgive the 
wrong; 

To forget the thing that binds you fast 

To the vain regrets of the year that’s 
past; 

To have the strength to let go your hold 

Of the not worthwhile of the days grown 
old, 

To dare go forth with a purpose true, 

To the unknown task of the year that’s 
new, 

To help your brother along the road, 

To do his work and lift his load, 

To add your gift to the world’s good 


cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New 
Year. 


—Robert Brewster Beattie, Wesley News. 


At the end of the old year and the 
beginning of a new it simplifies life to 
know that we are pilgrims in a pilgrim 
world. When a man starts on a journey 
he takes only such things as he really 
needs. To know what to take and what 
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to leave is one of the finest arts. It asks 
for insight, judgment, and a_ sense of 
values. One reason the race moves so 
slowly is that it tries to take too much 
with it, weighing itself down with use- 
less rubbish which ought to be thrown 
aside—Joseph Fort Newton, Indiana 
Freemason. 


EASTER SERVICE 

(Due to the early date on which Easter 
falls this year, many "Easter Dawn** servu- 
ices will be held indoors. Available music- 
al talent among young people should be 
used, and familiar bymns should be chosen, 
so all may join in the singing.) 

Prelude: “At Sunrise” —Diggle. 
Invocation. 

Hymn: “This is my Father’s World.” 
Reading: Zech. 11:1-13. John 12:20-40. 
Solo: “O Love that wilt not let me go.” 
Reading: John 12:41-50. 

Hymn: ‘My Faith looks up to Thee.” 
Prayer: 

(For deeper faith, more rapid acceptance 
of the meaning of Christ’s message of Hope, 
through repentance and love of fellowmen). 
Organ: “Song of the Future’’—J]ames. 
Reading: Matt. 27:57-66. 

Hymn: “O Thou fount of every Hope.” 
Reading: Matt. 28:1-20. 

Hymn: “Jesus is Risen.” 

Prayer. 

Organ: ‘Exulto Deo.” —Palestrina. 
Congregation: “Holy, Holy, Holy .. .” 


CHURCH FUND RAISING 
Norman E. Nygaard, D. D. 


‘ 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian Minister who 
bas contributed regularly to The Expositor 


For information which wiil belp you in cone 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam: 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below.No 
obligation. 

ees 


Dr. Norman E, Nygaard . 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


q 


Please send me information regarding 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns — 
Address j 


City or Town 
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SERMONS 


OD SENT FORTH HIS SON 


XT: Galatians 4:4 


} HE greatest fact in the history of our 
planet, the birth of Christ, had great 
announcement and proclamation. Proph- 

y foretold it; the miraculous star illumin- 

sd it; the angels sang over it; the shep- 

rds related it; the Apostles preached it; 

t here in these words of St. Paul, we have 

e of the greatest utterances on the truth 
fact of the incarnation of God in Christ. 


Ihen the fulness of the time was come God 
nt forth bis Son, made of a4 woman, made 
to the Law, to redeem them that were un- 
- the Law, that we might receive the adop- 
yn of sons.’’ John, in his Gospel states 
> fact of the incarnation in words closely 
lated to what learned men knew as philos- 
hy. Matthew gives us the story of the star 
d the Wise Men, who came to Bethlehem. 
ke, in his beautiful narrative, tells the 
ory in song; the song of the angels, and 
e songs of the devout Simeon and Zach- 
ias and Elizabeth and Mary. John tells it 
terms of love; but as we might have ex- 
cted, Paul relates it to God’s great plan 
lich he is working out through the ages. 
r him time’s drama is God’s drama and 
. great men, the great nations and the 
.at_ events are but the brief embodiment 
1 the transient realization of his eternal 
-pose. So Paul says when the fulness of 
was come, God sent forth his Son. 


[THE FULNESS OF TIME 

That lets us know that there was nothing 
sidental or by chance in the coming of 
rist. He came at the appointed time and 
the fullness of Time. Paul was fond of 
t word ‘‘fulness.”? He spoke of “‘the 
ness of Israel’? and then “‘the fulness 
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of the Gentiles,’? meaning thereby certain 


definite epochs in the history of redemption. 

You may sometimes wonder why Christ - 
came at that particular time, 1957 years ago, 
when Augustus was the Emperor of Rome. 
Why not a century or ten centuries earlier,or 
a century or ten later? The answer is that He 
came in the fulness of time at the end of a 
period of preparation. God has his own--- 
preparation and fulness of time, and yet, to 
a limited extent, it is possible for us to see 
how the birth of Christ was timely. 

There was first of all a preparation in the 
Jewish world. The Jewish Law, the Apostle 
said, teaching the righteousness and the 
holiness of God and the duty of man, was 
a ‘‘schoolmaster’? to bring the world to 
Christ. There was a preparation also in 
the Jewish worship and sacrifices. Every 
altar that smoked with its victim pointed 
to Calvary and prepared the hearts of men 
to hear the message of the Gospel, ‘‘Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” Every chant of the 
Levite choir in the temple was an echo, as 
it were, of the everlasting son of the re- 
deemed, Even the persecutions and disper- 
sions of the Jews prepared the way for the 
preaching of the Gospel, for the synagogues 
which were planted all over that Roman world — 
were the first pulpits for the Apostles. 

Christ came at the end of a long period of 
prophetic preparation. As Peter said to the 
Roman Centurion, Cornelius, ‘“‘to him bear 
all the prophets witness.’’ In Abraham God 
divided humanity into two streams which 
flow separately through the centuries and 
then unite in Christ. The coming of the 
Saviour was an event by prophets long fore- 
told. Some of these predictions were vague 
insinuations, others clear and definite. Im- 
mediately after the Fall of Man, the prom -_ 
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ise was given that the Seed of the Woman 

should crush the head of the Serpent. Moses 

foretold a great prophet who would come 

after him. Rapt Balaam, standing on Bes 

lonely mountain, and entranced with the glo- 
rious destiny of Israel, said a star would 
come of Jacob, and a scepter out of Israel. 
The coming one was to be a descendant of 
Abraham, of Jacob, of Jacob’s son, Judah. 
He was to be bom ofa virgin at Bethlehem, 

little among the thousands. He was t0 ae 
rejected, crucified, and yet would establish 
an everlasting kingdom. Thus the streams of 
prophecy wash the shores of the remotest - 
ages, and prepared men’s minds for the proc- 
lamation of the angels, “Unto you a son 1S 
given, and a child is born.”’ 

The searchlights of Hebrew prophecy,- 
sweeping the heavens, - centered their rays 
at length upon the cradle at Bethlehem: 
When the Wise Men inquired of Herod when 
they reached Jerusalem where the King of 
the Jews was born, Herod consulted his 
own wise men, the scribes and the priests,- 
and without any hesitation they told him 
he was to be born at Bethlehem of Judea. 
We must not lay too much emphasis on the 
familiar saying that Christ came to his own, 
and his own received him not. Whether John 
meant that in the wider sense of mankind, 
which is more likely, or in the narrower sense 
of the Jewish nation, we must remember that 
there were prepared and expectant souls, like 
devout Simeon, who were waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. All the Apostles were 
Jews. It was not by accident then that Jesus 
preached his doctrines, not in the academic 
groves at Athens, or on the Hill of Mars, 
but in Jerusalem and on the shores of Gali- 
lee; and it was not by accident that the 
Cross of Calvary was erected, not on one 
of the seven hills at Rome, but on Golgotha 
at Jerusalem. 

There was a preparation, too, in the Gen- 
tile, or pagan, world, When Paul was like to 
be torn to pieces by the mob, when the sol- 
diers were conducting him to the Roman for- 
tress, he addressed the multitude from the 
castle stairs, speaking-in Hebrew. But when 
he spoke with the Captain of the Guard, he 
addressed him, much to the latter’s aston- 
ishment, in Greek, and he said to him 
“Canst thou speak Greek??? Paul could 
speak Greek, and nearly every other well 
educated man could, for Greek had become al- 
ae ; ia gs language. It was ready at 

and tor the utterance iti 
shh Gohl S and the writings of 

Rome had crushed the smaller nations 
and ruled the world with a rod of iron. Yet 
even that despotic empire was a preparation 
for the preaching of the Gospel, for under the 
Aegis” of its tolerance and protection the 
Christian apostles proclaimed the new doc- 
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trine, and on their missionary journeys th 
walked over the roads and bridges wh 
Rome had built. If Christ had come, that 
to our human viewpoint, several centurit 
earlier, Christianity would have been str 
gled in its cradle because of the strife of 
nations. 

In the moral world, too, there was prepal 
tion for the Gospel. The pagan world ha 
produced great literature, great poets, ph 
osophers, orators, But the devout musings 
the philosophers had no practical effect uj 
the conscience and customs of the day. 
common consent the world was at a low el 
morally when Christ came. The terrible 
raignment of pagan morals which we find 
the Letter of Paul to the Romans is mo 
than confirmed by the pagan writers the 
selves. Seneca, the tutor of Nero, said th 
innocence was not rare, but nowhere, a 
that there was an immense struggle for in 
uity; and Tacitus, when he comes to descr 
the moral condition of the Roman world, sa 
he will permit us to go no further than the 
trance of the dark cavern, lest its odors ¢ 
stroy us. The depths which are in Satan we 
fearfully revealed and realized. 


On that hard pagen world 

Disgust and sated loathing fell. 

Deep weariness and sated lust 

Made human life a hell. 

But now God’s time had come. A Wo 
where almost every other man was a sli 
and ready for the doctrine of the brotherhe 
of man; a world that was steeped to the | 
in licentiousness was ready for the messi 
of Jesus, ‘‘Blessed are the pure in hes 
for they shall see God.” A world that w 
lost in despair, without God and with 
hope, was ready for the doctrine of Jes 
and the Resurrection. 

That God had a set time for the first ¢ 
vent of Christ, gives us faith in his rul 
ship of the world. The dark and terrible 
vents which transpire in the world today is 
paring for great events in the future, just 
great and terrible events before Christ car 
were preparing for his first coming. , 


II], GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON 

God sent forth His Son. Heretofore he I 
sent judgments, revelations, benedicti 
prophets, patriarchs, priests, kings; bt 
NOW He Sent Forth HIS SON. God, who 
sundry times and in diverse manners, sp 
in times past unto the fathers by the pr 
ets, hath in these last days spoken unt 
by His Son. ; . 

John, who was no doubt familiar with 
narrative of Matthew and Luke, strikes 
ferent note in his account of the comi 
Christ. He says that the ‘‘Word was with 
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the Word was God; the same was in the 
inning with God.”’ Christ was the creator- 
all: ‘‘all things were made by Him, and 
1out Him was not anything made that was 
de.”” It was his own world to which he 
se, and yet that world rejected Him. 
sod sent His best. He spared not His own 
is In His parable of the householder and 
husbandman, Jesus said that the house- 
der, first of all sent his servants to re- 
ve the fruits of the vineyard, but the hus- 
1dman took his servants and beat one and 
.ed another and stoned another. When he 
it other servants, they did unto them like- 
se. ‘‘But last of all he sent unto them his 
.,. Saying, ‘They will reverence my son’.’” 
hough Christ was rejected and crucified, 
must never forget that there were those 
> did reverence Him, and who did receive 
Ne 
soth indirectly and directly Christ claimed 
| declared that He was the Son of God. He 
imed that indirectly, because He claimed 
‘ibutes which belong to God alone; etern- 
, omniscience, omnipotence, the right to 
ge men, and to allot unto them their future 
stiny. He said he had the keys of death, 
of Hell. When he asked the blind man, 
om he had cured, if he believed on the Son 
God and the blind man said, “‘Who is He, 
-d, that I might believe on Him,’’ Jesus 
swered, ‘‘Thou hast both seen him, and 
is he who talketh with thee.’’ Here, then, 
what Paul called the mystery of godliness, 
sublime mystery of the incarnation, of 
- atonement, of redemption. ‘Great is - 
stery of Godliness: God manifest in the 
sh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
ached among the nations, believed on in 
. world, received up into glory, God was 
nifest in the flesh. Had that not been so, 
should never have heard of Christ, or if 

had heard of him, his birth and coming 
o the world would not have merited the 
ags of the angels, the halting of the star, 
. visit of the Wise Men or the adoration 
the shepherds. 


.BORN OF A WOMAN 


In the fulness of time God sent forth His 
n, born of woman,made under the Law. How 
ght the Son of God to have come into this 
rld. The coming of any child into the world 
a tender and beautiful mystery. But what 
Him whose name was WONDERFUL, - 
JUNSELOR, the Mighty God, the Everlast- 


, Father, the Prince of Peace! 


t was no time for a woman in Mary’s con- 
jon to be taking so long a journey, al- 
st a hundred miles, from Nazareth to Beth- 
em; but the command of Caesar brooked 
delay. so they started on that journey. 
ssing out through the streets of Nazareth 
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and into the open country, far to the east, 
they could see the towering summit of Mt. 
Tabor, where one day the child as yet un- 
born would be transfigured in glory. Now 
they cross the rich Plain of Escraelen, the 

battlefield of the ages, and now they come 
to Jezreel, with its memories of Ahab and 
Elijah; and the next day they are crossing 
the rich pastures of Dothan, where centuries 
before, the brothers of Joseph, tending their 
flocks, saw Joseph coming afar off, his coat 
of many colors brushing the dew from the 
flowers. Then Samaria with its memories of 
Elisha, And then Shechem, where Abraham 
built an altar unto the Lord. And then the 
Well of Jacob, where one day the child un- 
born would talk with the Woman of Samaria 

about the water of life. And then Shiloh, 
where God called Samuel; and then Bethel, 

where Jacob dreamed his wondrous dream. 
And then far in the distance, massive walls- 

of Jerusalem, the City of David. Now they 

can see the towers of Herod’s temple, and 
the Gate Beautiful, flaming in the sun.Now 

they pass the Mount of Olives, where one 

night the child unborn will kneel in agony, 

and going into the City, they pass near a 

skull-shaped, barren hill called Calvary, and 
the next day down to Bethlehem. The road 
now is crowded with other pilgrims, all go- 
ing up to Bethlehem to be enrolled. Not far 

from Bethlehem they pass the tomb of Rachel, 
buried there after she gave birth to her sec- 

ond born, Benjamin. Did this expectant mother 
remember that event? 

Now, as the sun is setting, they enter 
David’s ancient town. Wherever they apply 
for lodging, there is no room, and no blame 
either to the inn-keeper, for the town was 
crowded with those who had come on the 
same errand, as Joseph and his wife, At 
length the anxious Joseph finds a place in 
the stableyard in one of the inns, where you 
can still see the animals watered and bedded 
and fed; and there it was that the great event 
for which the long ages had been preparing, 
took place. ‘‘And she brought forth her first 
born son, and wrapped him in swaddling- 
clothes, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for him in the inn.” Is- 
rael’s King and Saviour, the everlasting Fa- 
ther, the mighty God, the Prince of Peace, 
the Star out of Jacob, the Seed of the Woman, 
had come. And yet, not as they had expected 
Him to come. Not as a conquerer, but as a 
little babe upon the mother’s breast. 


They all were looking for a King, 
To slay their foes and lift them high 
Thou camest, a little baby thing; 
That made a woman cry, 


So God was manifest in the flesh. Bow 
down and adore! Move over, wise men; move 
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over, shepherds; move over, sheep and cat- 
tle, and make room for me! 


IV. To REDEEM them under the law that 
they might receive the adoption of sons. 


An event so long prepared, so gloriously 
announced, so mysteriously brought to pass, 
must have had a correspondingly great pur- 
pose. And this, in the words of Paul, was 
that purpose, ‘‘To redeem them that under 
the LaWeses...’” Io redeem sinners under the 
sentence of death. That was the way Paul 
put it. To them that received Him gave He 
power to become the sons of God. That was 
the way John put it. Redeemed with the 
precious blood of Christ, made partakers 
of the Divine nature, that was the way Peter 
put it. Paul himself, and thinking of himself, 
put it this way: “‘This is a faithful saying 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom J am chief,”’ And this is the way 
Jesus put it-‘“The Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.’’ 

From the very beginning the child’s face 
was set towards Jerusalem. He is the only 
one who came into the world to die, and 
yet to give second birth, to you and to me. 
Bethlehem means nothing unless you look 
from Bethlehem to Calvary, There on Cal- 
vary’s tree, while the angels looked on in 
wonder, and the earth groaned in amazement, 
and the sun veiled his face and shut his 
glories in, the work of redemption was done, 
and the price, the awful transcendant, over- 
whelming, amazing, sublime price of------ 
man’s redemption was paid! 

The result of Christ’s coming is as great 
as the manner of it and_ the purpose of it. 

The result was that we might have a right 
to the Tree of Life, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons, that we might get back 
that place in the family of God which we had 
lost through sin. 

That we might become the sons of God! 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called - 
the Sons of God! What that means, it will 
take all the years of eternity to unfold and 
reveal. But if even in this world the grace of 
God and the heart of man can so change and 
beautify the character of man, then what shall 
it be like when we have been set free from 
bondage of sin and death, and all obstacles 
and barriers to the influence of God’s Holy 
Spirit have been removed! If angels sang 
over the beginning of the work of redemp- 
tion, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, then how will they sing over its 
conclusion, when -man‘has again become 
a Son of God; all that God had in mind when 
He said at the beginning of Creation, Let 
‘us make man in our image, 
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And this great work, the sublime myste 
of the incarnation, God manifest in the fles 
was done for you and for me. I like to tal 
the words of Paul and put my own name the 
‘““God sent forth His Son to redeem ME, thi 
1 might receive tlte adoption of sons.” T lil 
to repeat after him what he said about th 
power and influence of the birth and dea 
of Christ, how it affects all things in God 
universe: ‘‘Having made peace through tl 
blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile a 
things unto Himself, by Him, I say, whethe 
they be things in earth, or things in Heaven, 
and then apply it all to myself, as Paul di 
‘T live by the faith of the Son of God, wh 
loved me, and gave himself for me.”? Yes 
more than that, I like to take the words | 
Him who came, and came to die, and sub 
stitute my name for that of the world, or he 
I, been the only soul that had wandered an 
fallen from the righteousness of God, sti 
He would have left His throne in Heaver 
to come to seek and to save YOU;and stil 
the angels would have rejoiced over on 
sinner that repenteth. God so loved... the 
He gave His only Begotten Son, that ifIb 
lieve on Him. I shall not perish, but hav 
LIFE EVERLASTING! 


FRETTING FRICTION 


that has stuck in my memory very ten 
aciously: ‘“‘The fretting friction of ou 
daily lives,” : 
That puts in seven words the ground oO 
most restlessness. Not many of us are —— 
“‘done to death by an enterprise of the firs 
order,’? as Dr, Watson insists. Most of u 
can keep our patience and cheerfulnes 
well in the large things of life. It is th 
nagging annoyances and chafing littlenes 
of every day that fret us and wear us out. 
Some of our unhappiest days are made 
unhappy by events that are so petty we ca 
hardly catalogue them, It is not alone the 
loss of a large amount of money that can ur 
settle us. It is also the slamming of th 
office door and the carelessness of som 
one and the blotting of the manuscript an 
the miscarriage of a letter-- not one Of ther 
important enough in itself, but all findin 
us nervous and irritable. 
But when we read our daily annoyance 
as elements in a service which we are ret 
dering to Him whose presence dignifie 
life, they cease to be petty, they cease t 
be so annoying. We rise from the frictions 
of daily life into its freshness and power 
--Cleland B. M’Fee in American Messenger 
and reprinted in War Cry, Jan.4,1958. . 
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SAINTS AND 


O be ‘‘called’® to be saints is not the 

same as actually being such, Consid- 

ing the sins and errors of some of 
‘aul’s disciples of which he complained, it 
eems as if it would have been hard to call 
hem ‘‘saints.’? But in I Cor., Paul adds the 
hrase, ‘‘sanctified in Christ Jesus.’’ The 
xperience of God in Christ was a holy 
hing, distinct from the life around them, 
nd seems to have entitled sinners to be 
-alled SAINTS! 

2. There have been many saints since 
he Apostolic Age, both Catholic and 
otestant. There was St. Bernard of Clair- 
raux of the llth and 12th centuries, to 
vhom are attributed some of our most beau- 
iful Latin hymns. Having been consecrated 
o God in childhood by his pious mother, he 
urned aside from a military career to a way- 
side chapel, and poured out his heart to God, 
Then he became a builder of monasteries, 
bbot of Clairvaux, benefactor of the poor 
ind dependent. Credited with many mir- 
icles of healing. Counsellor of kings, Cen- 
sor of popes! Preacher of the Second Cru- 
3ade, Greatest man in Europe. A humble 
yut powerful spirit, working mightily in a 
veak and emaciated body by inspiration of 
he Spirit of God. 


And there was St. Francis of Assisi of 
he 12th and 13th century, truest and sin- 
erest of saints. Son of a rich merchant, he 
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SINNERS 


HARRY A. G. ABBE 


was a leader in the jest and gaiety of his 
youthful companions. Ambitious for mili- 
tary glory, he campaigned under orders of 
a famous knight. But in a vision the Lord 
ordered him to go back to Assisi with the 
promise of spiritual fulfilment of his am- 
bitions rather than worldly glory. Now he 
put on humble garments, kissed lepers and 
gave them money. Breaking with his disap- 
pointed and angered father, he became a 
Knight of Lady Poverty, a messenger of 
love for all creation, preached to birds and 
flowers and called death “Our sister bodily 
Death.” Having had a vision of Christ on 
the cross, he had the stigmata appear on 
his hands and feet. Credited with many post- 
humous miracles, even with raising the dead. 

3, There have been a multitude of saints, 
unknown and unsung like the canonized, 
both Catholic and Protestant,but well-known 
to God, without whose gentle and pervasive 
influence the world would have been impov- 
erished. 


II. 


1. As with the disciples of the early church, 
St. Bernard, St. Francis, and the rest, —- 
sainthood is a matter of spiritual growth.As 
‘‘newborn babes long for the spiritual milk , 
which is without guile, that ye may grow--- 
thereby unto salvation.’? 1 Peter 2:2. ‘‘Grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.’? 2 Peter 3:18. ‘‘Brethren 
I count not myself yet to have laid Hold: -- 
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but one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are before, I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:12—14. 


2. Jesus first made Peter feel his deep 
spiritual need, so that he cried out in de- 
spair, ‘“‘Depart from me; for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord.”? But Jesus encouraged him: 
“Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men.” Faithful and loyal, yet still 
weak and vacillating, Peter’s love and 
devotion were established by the events 
of the Cross and the Resurrection, His 
growth in sainthood became apparent. 

Similar to Peter’s experience was that 
of the disciples of Paul’s churches, of 
St. Bernard, St. Francis, and all the other 
saints-- a growth in grace. 

3. Growth is aided by fellowship. The 
Prodigal Son returned alone to his father’s 
embrace, but continued in the fellowship 
of the household. 


Ill. 


1. Christ established His Church to 
provide such fellowship. “‘So then-ye are 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God, being built upon- 
the foundation of the apostles and proph- 
ets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief 
corner stone...” Eph. 2:19°20. So Peter 
was just one of the foundation stones, like 
all the other apostles, and faithful disciple 
ever since. ‘‘For other foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.’’ I Cor. 3:11. If Christ is the 
only one, there can be no other. The dis- 
ciples were not to ‘‘exercise authority”’ 
like the Gentile rulers, but recognize only 
their one Master. Matt. 20 and 23. 

When Peter confessed: ‘‘Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,’’ Jesus 
replied that that confession was inspired, 
and adds: ‘‘And I also say unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church--- I will give unto thee 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.....”" 
Matt. 16:17-20, But it is Peter’s confes- 
sion, not Peter, that is the rock, for wher- 
ever that confession exists the foundation 
of a church also exists, whether Peter is 
there or not, or ever had any connection 
with the church. ‘‘For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the Midst of them.” Matt. 18:20. If 
Christ is in their midst in all His glori- 
ous presence, what need have they for 
Peter or any ‘‘vicar’? to stand upon? Be- 
sides, Christ gave the “keys”? to the other 
apostles also. ‘‘Whatsoever things ye. 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heav- 
en.” Matt. 18:18. Not all the Church fath- 
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ers accepted Peter as the authoritative 
rock, 

2. Apostolic succession is good as al 
evidence of the unbroken historicity of 
the Church, but the Church is spiritual,an 
the true succession is that of unbroker 
Christian experience. 

3. No institutionalism or ceremonialisn 
should prevent Christian fellowship, but 
all labor together with mutual affection for 
that which has always been the chief de- 
sire of all the saints-- the progess of 
the Kingdom of God. Amen. 


CHRISTIANITY 


INSPIRES GET-UP-AND-GO 


C.IRVING BENSON 


NY religion which can be describe 

as “‘dope’”’ is not to be mistaken f 

Christianity. A religion which is th 
opiate of the people is irreligion. 

It was neither Marx nor Lenin who father 
the dictum “Religion is the opiate of th 
masses,’’ but Charles Kingsley. 

Marx and Kingsley were contemporaries 
and Marx probably heard the controvers 
which stirred over what Kingsley had writ 
ten in “‘Politics for the People’’:-- 

“‘We have used the Bible as if it were 
mere Special Constable’s Handbook, or ¢ 
opium dose for keeping beasts of burde 
patient while they were being over-loaded.’ 

Kingsley was a crusading Christian So- 
cialist, vicar of Eversley, Canon of West 
minster and author of ‘‘Westward Ho.’ 

When Lenin adapted what Kingsley ha 
said he was thinking of religion as repre 
sented by the Orthodox Church in Russi: 
under the Czars. This was a system whic! 
by its mystic ceremonials, the beauty « 
its ritual, and the majesty of its cathedrals 
put the people to sleep, dulling their sensi 
bilities to the injustice which they sufferer 
at the hands of their rulers and the landet 
nobility. } 

I listened to a sermon in Holy Trin it 
Church, Hull, last year in which the preach 
er said that in 1915 two committees wert 
in session in Moscow only a few streets awa! 
from each other, 3 

One was considering some points abou 
ecclesiastical vestments--the other wa: 
planning the Russian revolution. 

If any attempt is made to discuss th 
Christian religion ‘‘as the opium of the peo 
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>”? it is necessary to put in the evidence 
d state the whole truth. 

Begin with the Book of Acts and the his- 
y of the early Church. What sent men in 
ril of their lives to tell the good news 
m Galilee--the opium of the people? 
What made them meet together in the fel- 
vship of the Church with the risk of raid 
1 capture and martyrdom at any moment 
he opium of the people? 

We have been thinking very much these 
ys of the Pilgrim Fathers. What made 102 
»ple cross the Atlantic in the Mayflower, 
the 180 tons, land in mid-winter and toil 
th tremendous casualties to colonise a 
w England --the opium of the people? 

What made Francis Xavier throw himself 
azinst the terrors of Japan and plant the 
ristian standard there--the opium of the 
ople? 

What made the classical Oxford fellow, 
in Wesley, turn his back on a life of schol - 
y serenity and for 50 years, in all weather, 
vel the length and breadth of Britain speak - 
often five times a day--the opium of the 
ple? 

Anyone who will read the history of social 
lution without the artificial coloring of 
spectacles, will know what Christianity 
done to better social conditions. 
hristianity made it possible for the negro 
ve to be patient in his bonds and sing 
ving low, sweet chariot, waitin’ for to 
-y me home,” but it also moved Wilber- 
se, Garrison and Lincoln into action. 
‘enuine Christianity makes men open 
ir eyes to the facts of the world’s crying 
ds and stirs them to serve and sacrifice 
neet those needs in God’s Name. 

- is a sound rule to look at the truth of 
riticism especially if it runs counter to 
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ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Value for the Money Today 


Look at what you receive... 


$150 a Month — and more 
An Offer Made Exclusively For 

Full-Time Religious 
Workers 


This unusual offer is made to 
ministers, deaconnesses, religious 
education directors, YMCA-YWCA 
sectetaries, seminary students and church relat- 
ed college instructors if under 65 years of age. 
The "'Criterion”’ policy bulletin tells of the long 
list of benefits—such as: $150 a month, up to 
24 months, for disability by accident . .. $150 
a month, up to 10 weeks, extra if hospitalized 
by injuries . .. $5000 if you die by accident... 
$5000 for loss of two limbs or eyes by accident. 
Established 1900. Write for free Criterion’ bulletin, 


Licensed by State of Minzesota 
THE MINISTERS LIFE & 
CASUALTY UNION 


10526 Ministers Life Bldg. 
Minneapolis 16, Mion. 


our prejudices. There is a degree of truth 
in ‘‘the accusation that religion is the opi- 
um of the people.”’ 

Religion, like any beautiful thing, like 
music or love or art or nature or home, can 
be used as a place of selfish retreat from 
the world, but that is its caricature. 
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We are not going to give up any one of 
them because they can be abused. We will 
escape to music and come back with a fresh 
grip on life. We will retreat to nature and re- 
turn refreshed and re-empowered. 

In this great day of God, a drowsy Church 
is a travesty of Christianity. The Church 
must be vital and adventurous! 


Lead on, O King, Eternal, 
The day of march has come! 


Success stories are grounded on hard 
work, not on luck, as many would like to 
believe. 


MEET JOE ROSS, as he and a trusted friend 
seek answers to vital problems of Everyday- 


Living, Russell L. Dicks, Abingdon. 159-p. 
$2.50 


The 18-chapters of this book, like the 
title, will not permit the reader to put the 
book down, until he has read it. 

Here are a few- ‘‘The Car in the Fence,’”’ 
‘*Why my Neighbor’s Child and not Mine?’’ 
‘‘Everyday is Judgment Day.” ‘‘The man 
in the Ditch.”” ‘‘The Risk is Always Pres- 
ent.”? ‘‘The Night Comes,’’ ‘‘Self-Esteem 
Regained.’’ ‘‘When the Heart Dies.’’ ‘‘No 
Stone to Cast.”’ 

Russell Leslie Dicks, pastor, counselor, 
chaplain, teacher and writer, has had a dis- 
tinguished career of almost a quarter cen- 
tury. His field, pastoral care and psychol- 
ogy; his chosen area, ministry to the sick. 
Prof. of pastoral care at Duke University 
Divinity School since 1948, he is Director 
of Clinical Pastoral Education at Duke 
Hospital; he has served as Chaplain at the- 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Bos- 
ton and Wesley Memorial Hospital, Chicago, 
where he was also am ember of the staff 
of Presbyterian Hospital. He has taught at 
the Episcopal Theological Seminary, Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; Andover Newton Theological 
Seminary, Newton Centre, Mass.; Harvard 
Divinity School; and Southern Methodist, 
Dallas, where he served also as associate 
pastor of Highland Park Methodist Church. 


SPIRITUAL UNITY IN ACTION, A handbook 
of Information on the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 23-pages, paper, free to any 
minister, 

Address your request for the booklet to Dr. 


George L. Ford, Executive Director, 108 No., 


Main Street, Wheaton, Illinois,giving the title 
shown above. 
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WERE YOU THERE? Sermons for Lent an 
EASTER, Erich H. Heintzen, Concordia, 77— 
paper, $1.50; Set of 8-full-Color Pictures,35 


The nine [Lenten Sermons in this hand 
book begin with, the ‘‘Betrayal’’ and take 
us through to ‘*The Resurrection’’, publi- 
cation date, 12/1/57. A set of 8full color 
pictures of the Passion Story Account, taken 
from the Four Gospels, size 4%’’ wide x 6” 
long, 35¢ are available with the above book 


SUCCESSFUL CHURCH PUBLICITY 
Carl F. H. Henrys Zondervon. 226-p. $2.00 

The sub-title to this volume is “‘A Guid 
book in Religious Journalism, and the autho 
is Professor of Journalism, Wheaton Col 
lege and Northern Baptist Theological Sem 
nary. The six chapters are devoted to th 
subject, under sub-heads, which are as 
detailed as required to comprehensivi 
treatment of the wide needs of this are 
of work in the religious field. 

Ask for the book at your local book deal 
er, or your library, so you will know whe 
the subject involves. 


THE FLOOD, 6th slightly revised printing, 
available in new paper-bound editon only, 
$1.95 (Former hard-bound edition was $4. 75 
Alfred M. Rehwinkel, Concordia, 372-p. 


The 20-Chapters of this book are divided 
into 4-parts, No. 1, The World Before the 
Flood; No.2, The Biblical Account of the 
Flood; No. 3, Extra-Biblical Evidence for 
the Flood; No.4, The World After the Flood 


There are numerous illustrations in the boo! 


THE SECRET OF RADIANT LIFE 
W. ie SANGSTER, Abingdon. 219-p, $3.00 


A step-by-step guide and 12 spiritual exe 
cises, the sub-title, gives us the practica 
aim of this inspirational book. When the au 
thor says, “‘Every normal person would like 
to be a radiant personality -- respected, at 
tractive, and most important, LOVED!’’ he 
indicates his deep interest in the average 
every-day person, and directs his message 
to each of us AS INDIVIDUALS. 

The way to become a radiant individual 
is charted in Part 1. The LIFE, The Pers 
I could Be. Part 2, The TRUTH, The pel 
son | Am. Part 3, The WAY. The Path Be 
tween. 

Each of these individual charts has d 
tailed instructions to open the way for th 
individual reader who actually seeks t 
radiant life, . 


THE WHOLE GOSPEL For The WHOLE | 
WORLD, Alan Walker, 128-p. $2.00 


_ The Evangelistic Mission of the Chure 
is the theme of this book, to meet the gro} 
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of 


\ 


mg wistfulness of masses of people for the 
Word of God, evangelists must preach the 
indistorted, WHOLE GOSPEL. 

The author’s name appeared on the Queen’s 
('ONOURS LIST for 1956, whenhe received 
ihe Order of the British Empire for his lead- 
trship of the Australian ‘‘Mission to the Na- 
iion’’ evangelistic campaign, and was cited 
uso for his youth work at Waverley Metho - 
list Mission in Sydney, his birthplace and 
resent home. 

The ten chapters of the book are focused 
Evangelism and Preaching for a Verdict. 


ITABLE GRACES, J. Manning Postt, Ed- 


ttor, Upper Room, 32-p. handbook series. 


ome Grown Religion, F. Gerald Ensley, 
Jpper Room Christian Family Series, 32-p. 
iand book series, 

These helpful and precious Christian 
aids to fill a woeful need in many homes 
are available at very modest prices from 


The Upper Room 

1908 Grand Avenue 

Nashville 5, Tennessee 

Many of the active churches keep a sup- 

ly of the Upper Room booklets in the pas- 
zor’s study, the Sunday School department, 
-he entrance hall to the Sanctuary, and in 
fellowship section, where church members 
ay study the messages, while waiting for 
rograms, appointments, and other reasons, 
nd if the time is used to study any one of 
he helpful Upper Room messages, it is a 
ainful wait. 


‘THE EMPIRE OF SILENCE 
Albert Joseph McCartney, Christopher Pub. 
ouse, 191-p. $2.50 


This volume of sermons by the brother of 
Clarence E. Macartney will be welcomed by 
xpositor readers, The author tells us in the 
oreword that he ‘‘sought to run a wide gamut 
‘of the Bible to incorporate the main teachings 

f the Christian faith and present these truths 
simply and sincerely; half of the sermons are 
ifrom the Old Testament, half from the New, all 
‘with texts.’? Dr. Macartney adds here, ‘‘In re- 
scent years when I have had the occasional -- 
privilege of listening to my brethren in the 


pulpit I have observed a disposition to dis- ~ 


‘card textual preaching, or to defer the Scrip- 


tural preaching for the background until well 
‘on in the sermon. I make no apology for my 


liberal use of the Scriptures.” 


_ This inspirational volume should be or- 
dered from the publisher, fee accompanying 


your order, and directed to 
Christopher Pub. House 


~ 1140 Columbus Avenue 
| Boston 20, Massachusetts 
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of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained 
and Ecclesiastical Glass ‘ 


Send us the sizes and shapes of yout windows 
and we will submit quotations 


“THE SANITARY” 2: CUPS 


. CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
‘ar communion set as illustr i asi 
ROAIOET SESS fleoas tee ated permits an impressive 
Id in commenion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hegany, eak er \ alnut in 
either 25, 36 er ‘9 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Cireular and quctations eon request 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Bex 39¢-Dept. E. Rechester 2, N. Y. 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST. The Cross in N.T. 
History and Faith, John Knox, Abingdon. 190 
-p, including Index of Scripture References, -- 
and Index of Names and Subjects. $2.75 


John Knox is Baldwin Professor of Sacred 
Literature at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, and has wide experience in teach- 
ing at other outstanding Universities, and is 
an associate editor of and contributor to -- 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE. 

Chapter One, ‘‘Under Pontius Pilate”, - 
Chapter Two, ‘‘Jesus and His Cross’’, Chap- 
ter Three, ‘“‘The Cross in the Church’’, App., 
and Indexes, 

This is a volume for study in preparing for 
the 1958 Lenten Observance. This is a time 
of grim reality in world affairs, as well as 
domestic and personal outlook; a time to ad- 
just our thinking to the facts of life, as the 
study of the Life of Our Saviour presents it. 


LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES in 
the book of Revelation; a background and in- 
terpretation, William Barclay, Abingdon, 111 
Pps $2. ; 

The author devotes two chapters to each 
of the Seven Churches - Ephesus, Smyrna, - 
Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 
and Laodicea-in these ancient cities where 
the early Christian Church met many diffi- 
culties and setbacks, all of which had to be 
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faced and overcome by the small, struggling 
Christian Churches, 

Dr. Barclay describes the situation in each 
of the seven cities-its religions, geography, 
politics, and most amportant of all, its threats 
to the church, He provides verse-by-verse ex- 
positions of each letter, explaining words and 
phrases in the original Greek, their various in- 
terpretations, the symbolism they contain, and 
the risen Christ’s promise to the faithful. 

In addition to explaining the historical 
meaning of these passages in the book of 
Revelation, Letters to the Seven Churches 
emphasizes the remarkably contemporary 
quality these letters have for Christians 
today. 

William Barclay, a minister of the Church 
of Scotland, is known and loved throughout 
Great Britain as a great teacher and preacher 


VOICES OF THE PASSION, by O. P. Kretz- 
man and A.C. Oldsen, Augsburg Pub. House, 
127-p. $2.00. 


Meditations for the Lenten and Easter 
season, contains chapters on Judas, Peter, 
John, Caiaphas, Simon, The Centurion, 
I, Pontius Pilate, Dismas, Paul; and a 
chapter on each of the Seven Words from 
The Cross. Copies should be ordered from- 
your regular book dealer, or from the pub- 
lisher, at 425 So. Fourth Street, Minneap- 
olis 15, Minnesota, and inclose fee of $2, 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS HANDBOOK 
Dorothy M. Strauss, Wilde. 125-p. $2.00 
This “How To Do It” book for Chris- 
tian workers is designed to use in training 
workers. The theme of the book is “‘An 
apprentice can become a master worker?’ 
e 7-basic chapters include; Basic 
Considerations; Simple Beginnings; Tract 
Distribution; House to House Visitation; 
Hospital Visitation; Simple Story Telling; 
Game Leadership. 
Here is a realistic help in recruiting and 
training workers needed in every Church. 


STORIES of our NATIONAL SONGS 
Ernest K. Emurian, Wilde, 108-p. $2.00 


You feel the author’s devotion to the sub- 
ject chosen, when you read that the volume 
is dedicated ‘‘To my father, Rev. S. K. Emur- 
ian, whose love for America began while he 
was a student at Anatolia College in Asia 
Minor, when, during a threatened Turkish 
massacre of Armenians, his life was saved 
by THE AMERICAN FLAG!"* 

The chapters are- America; America The 
Beautiful; The Battle Hymn of the Repub- 
lic; The Star-Spangled Banner; and the con- 
clision by the author, which to me is worth 
the modest price of the book. This book is 
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worthy of study by every mature American, 
as well as every American child. We have 
been ‘“‘taking all this for granted’’ for too 
long a time, and it is time we are awakened 
to the fact that our Blessings will continue 
only as we are aware of them, and do our- 
part to show our understanding and scope 
of them, and add to them through prayer - 
and deed, that is live our spirit of gratitude. 


CHRIST THE ANSWER, by W. A. Swift, paper 
bound, 54-p. $1.00. 

This booklet of 12-chapters contains mes- 
sages supporting the title, Christ the Answer 
as that fact underlies any and every area of 
our individual lives, and should be ordered 
from the author, W.A. Swift, Monteagle, Tenn. 
$1.00 with order, 


ETHICS and NATIONAL PURPOSE, by Ken 
neth W. Thompson, printed and available by 
contacting ‘‘The Church Peace Union’’, An 
Orgamzation to Relate Ethics and Foreign 
Affairs.’’ Address 170 3. 64th Street, New 
York 21, New York. 

Kenneth W. Thompson is Asso, Director 
for the Social Sciences at the Rockefeller 
Foundation and contributing editor to ‘“‘Chris 
tianity and Crisis.”” 

Pastors should avail themselves of these 
addresses and comments on this all import- 
ant public service, by placing their names 
on the mailing list at the above address, 
JUDAS, THE BETRAYER, A_ Psycholog- 
ical Study of Judas Iscariot, Albert Nicole, 
Baker. 81-p. $1.50 


GOLD From GOLGOTHA, Sermons on the 
SEVEN WORDS From The CROSS, Russell 
Bradley Jones, Baker. 96-p. $1.75 


THE GAMBLERS AT GOLGOTHA, And 
Othér Sermons, G. Hall Todd, Baker, 151-p. 
$2.75 


These books, all of a highly seasonal 
nature, and moderately priced, are designed 
to enrich your Lenten Sermon Messages, 
through careful study and application as" 
your careful and thoughtful study of them 
permits, Y 

1. Is presented in 3-Parts. 1. John 6:70. 
2. Matthew 26:15. 3. Luke 22:28 A study of 
these texts will indicate the Message in 
Judas, The Betrayer. 

2. Is presented in 7-chapters, as indi- 
cated by the title, Seven Words from the 
Cross. 

3. Is presented in 14-chapters, and r 
flects the re-action of the INDIVIDUA 
along the way, from “‘The Donor of Tbh 
Donkey’’, ‘The Man Carrying the Jug 0; 
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Nater’’, "'The Host of the Upper Room’’, 
“*Jesus and the Police’’, ‘The Real Vil- 
lian Behind the Cross’’, ''That Choice Goes 
by Forever’’, °*The Cross as @n Interrup- 
ion’’, ‘*'The Impenitent One’’, "'Chosen- 5 
in the Stead Of Judas’’, ‘'The Man Who was 3 
YVot Elected, ’’ and others. wa 


Manufacturers of: 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
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Communion 
| Sets- Altar Brass Goods 


9 Hangings - 


THE HOLY SPIRIT IN YOUR LIFE 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr., Baker. 169-p-$2.50 


19) 
CATALOG ON REQUEST \ 


~Jlational see, 


821-23 ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA 7 


This timely hand-book on the most intrigu- 
ing subject open to mankind, presented in a 
manner that promises a wide reading and, 


let us hope discussion, contains eleven 
chapters, each inviting reading and study. 

The .publisher’s note on the inside front 
jacket says, “‘These are pointed and prac- 
tical messages on a much neglected and a 
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misunderstood subject. This book is intended 
to indicate that the Holy Spirit is REAL and 
ACTIVE TODAY as always, in your life and 
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FOLDING WHERE TO BUY 


BANQUET 


Discounts to : 
Clubs, Churches, % cy 
Schools, Lodges and i 
All Organizations ‘ 


COMPLETE CATALOG / {= 


N REQUEST 
ae MONROE TRUCKS | BELLS & CHIMES 


For handling and 
storing folding Maas-Rowe Co. 305 
tables and chairs. 
The easy, modern 


wave Choice of mod- | CHAIRS & TABLES 
els 
(Folding) 


Change your idle 7 Monroe Company 306 
space into useful i. 

areas with these 

Partitions. Ma- 


FOLDING pears CHURCH FURNITURE 
frames wit ee : q 


= 5 swivel action 
pip rigs pedestals and 
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THE “Monroe. COMPANY 3 
70 Church Sf. Colfax, lowa Manitowoc Co, 299 


Redington Co, 301 
LUTHER'S WORKS 


LUTHER ON ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL 

Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan, trans- Austin Organ Co. 303 
lated by Martin H. Bartram. Here 

one can understand the power his 

hearers found in Luther’s preaching, 


CHURCH ORGANS 


because here one can see the power COMMUNION SERVICE 
Luther found in the Scriptures. 

Vol, 22. $6.00 Sanitary Com. Serv. 303 
CAREER OF THE REFORMER 


Edited by Harold J. Grinfm. Mile- 
stones on young Luther’s road to 
reformation—Luther gives the facts 
on which his actions in his forma- 
tive years were based. Vol. 31.$5.00 


Also available: 
SELECTED PSALMS | Vol. 12. $5.00 
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SELECTED PSALMS Il Vol. 13. $5.00 
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THE MAGHIFICAT Vel. 21. $4.50 DISTINCTIVE QUALITY ro 
MUHLENBERG PRESS ge ae 
CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE , Perigued aed Prodvcetiaay 
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